
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Neuchâtel, November 3rd 2021 

Works of art will engage in a dialogue with the de Pury monu-

ment 
 

The City of Neuchâtel is launching a call for artistic projects around the statue of 

David de Pury. By the beginning of the summer 2022, two or three works will interact, 

in turn and in a critical manner, with the figure of the famous merchant, controver-

sial because of his involvement in the slave trade. The call is aimed at up and coming 

or confirmed artists or artists’ collectives, based in Switzerland or abroad. Their 

works will be examined by a jury of international renown. Deadline for submissions: 

January 10th 2022. 

This call for projects represents the first strong measure aimed at giving a stage, in a 

public space and through artistic creation, to the contemporary controversy that con-

cerns the benefactor of the city of Neuchâtel. The wealth bequeathed to his native city 

by David de Pury has enabled many buildings dedicated to education and health care 

to be erected; yet this bequest is now known to have been due to wealth derived from 

the labour of thousands of African slaves. 

This is why, on September 6th 2021, the City’s Parliament has unanimously approved 

the content of a report prepared as a response to two petitions submitted in the sum-

mer of 2020; several measures are proposed in the short, medium and long term with 

the goal of deepening the knowledge of links between Neuchâtel and the colonial en-

terprise. It is also crucial to increase awareness of these issues and of tending towards 

higher levels of overall inclusion in public spaces. The City wishes to install two or 

three original works in critical interaction with the de Pury monument, while simulta-

neously affixing a commemorative plaque to the statue’s pedestal.  

Freedom of means of artistic expression 

A group of experts led by Pap Ndiaye, historian and director general of the Palais de 

la Porte Dorée in Paris that includes the French National Museum of the History of Im-

migration, will evaluate the submitted projects. They must reach the Service de la 

cohésion sociale, rue des Amandiers 2 à Neuchâtel by post before January 10th 2022, 
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and by e-mail at cohesionsociale.neuchatel@ne.ch. The City Council will then validate 

the proposals made by the jury. 

While project authors must take into consideration a range of constraints due to the 

topography of the site, to existing buildings and vegetation as well as to the passage 

of public transportation, they will be entirely free in terms of the artistic means of 

expression they might choose; submitted works may be plastic, visual, sound or liter-

ary creations. The works must be operational by day as well as by night, and be easily 

understood by the population as a whole. 

 

Follow this link to the document detailing terms and conditions concerning the call 

for artistic projects around the de Pury monument: https://cutt.ly/4R2PVAX  

(English version available, but only the original French text prevails) 

 

For more information on the subject see also the web page  

« Neuchâtel fait la lumière sur son passé »:  

https://www.neuchatelville.ch/index.php?id=1305&L=0  

 

Ville de Neuchâtel 

 
 

For further information: 

Thomas Facchinetti, member of the City Council, +41 32 717 75 01   
Nathalie Ljuslin, Delegate for intercultural integration, +41 32 717 73 97  


