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1. Introduction  

In the summer of 2020, the murder of George Floyd during a police intervention in Minneapolis provoked a wave 
of riots and of demonstrations. Born in the USA in 2013, the Black Lives Matter movement, dedicated to the 
struggle against systemic racism directed at African Americans takes on a planetary magnitude. Inspired by the 
demonstrations organised in the US, many others take place all over the world, including in Neuchâtel.  
 
In this context, some specific memorials, particularly statues linked to or associated with the triangular trade and 
slavery, are contested. In Neuchâtel, during the night of July 12-13th 2020, the statue of David de Pury, benefactor 
of the city of Neuchâtel whose wealth was derived from the slave trade, was covered in red paint. Moreover, city 
authorities received two petitions from citizens concerning the future of this monument.  

The first petition, from the Collectif pour la mémoire (“Collective for memory”) demanded that the statue of David 
de Pury be replaced by a « commemorative plaque bearing an homage to all persons having been subjected to - 
and still experiencing today - racism and white supremacy ». A second petition requested that « rather than 
eliminating tangible signs of the past (…) explanations should be provided to the population about the history of 
our city and particularly about the incriminated statue », through « an explanatory plaque about the life of David 
de Pury and the issues concerning the triangular trade in which he was involved ».  

The authorities of the City of Neuchâtel, aware of the importance of the issues raised by both petitions, was 
determined to treat them with their utmost attention and in an exemplary manner, as befitted the city’s tradition of 
inclusion, openness to world issues as well as its status as a pioneer in intercultural integration. An informational 
report, unanimously approved by the city’s parliament on September 6th 2021, outlined the authorities’ response 
to both petitions and the range of measures to be taken. A commemorative plaque to be placed in front of the 
statue, and educational digital “course” in the city, as well as the present competitive call for artistic projects are 
constitutive elements of the proposed measures.  
 

2. Context: David de Pury - a controversial benefactor 

The call for artistic projects has the goal of inviting artists to create a work that echoes the political and societal 
debate raised by the David de Pury monument.  

David de Pury, who was born in Neuchâtel in 1709 and died in Lisbon in 1786, was an international merchant and 
financier based in Lisbon. He was active in the diamond and precious wood trade with Brazil, that relied on the 
exploitation of enslaved women, men and children. Moreover, he owned shares in a company involved in the 
trading of African slaves.  

Having become a British citizen and having been ennobled by the Prussians, David de Pury died in Lisbon at the 
age of 77 in 1786, without children or heirs. He bequeathed most of his wealth to the city of his birth, Neuchâtel. 
With the considerable sum it received - over 300’000 Portuguese cruzados, in today’s terms around 600 million 
Swiss francs, the city erected important public buildings including schools and a city hall.  

In recognition of this benefactor of the city, a bronze statue placed on a marble and granite pedestal was 
inaugurated in 1855 in the Place Pury (Pury Square) in the centre of Neuchâtel. This statue was thus installed 
more than 60 years after de Pury’s death, the intervening period being particularly representative of the life and 
history of the city between 1794 and 1855 as numerous conflicts arose between political factions, followed by 
power struggles after the 1848 Republican revolution between partisans of the Old Regime that wished to retain 
control over the statue and the new authorities. 

The statue, for which the world renown French artist Pierre-Jean David d’Angers was commissioned (his only 
work in Switzerland), shows David de Pury facing the city, a pen in his right hand and his will in the other. Allusions 
to his trading activities with South America are found in the work, as well as the seal of the City of Neuchâtel to 
mark his status as a son of the city; a list of cities in which he studied, lived or traded is also included. A winged 
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sceptre surround by two snakes, a caduceus, is present as a symbol of Hermes - the protector of trade. Finally, 
on each side of the pedestal, the major buildings in the city that his bequest made possible are listed.  

During the 20th century, the city’s public debate gradually moves to the controversial origins of de Pury’s wealth 
and to the issue of a responsibility - or lack thereof - on the part of the city for contributing more significantly to 
the development of some African regions that had been affected by the triangular trade. In 1988, the « Liste libre 
» or Free List asks the City of Neuchâtel to create a de Pury Fund dedicated to development projects in Central 
and South-West Africa, in order to symbolically compensate the involvement of de Pury in the African slave trade. 
This request is rejected by the city authorities. 

In 2003, the protestant clergyman Théo Buss brings renewed attention to the involvement in the slave trade of 
local wealthy and ennobled families such as the de Pury and the du Peyrou. In 2011, the « Millénaire » exhibition 
and the Neuchâtel Museum of History and Art (MahN) mentions for the first time in the context of a public institution 
the connexion between Neuchâtel families (David de Pury among others) and the slave trade. Other exhibitions 
follow, (including one on Indiennes fabrics) that deal with these same themes. In 2011 the first guided tours 
organised by the association Cooperaxion are organised, entitled « Following traces of the slave trade »; the City 
parliamentarians participate in one of the tours as part of their annual outing in 2018.  

Today, a more global discussion has arisen about systemic racism against black persons, difficulties in accessing 
employment or housing, racial profiling as well as the stereotypes of black Africa and black Americas in the media 
and in education. The authors of the dumping of red paint in summer 2020 state that this red symbolises the blood 
of slaves, without whom de Pury would never have become wealthy. The signatories of the petition by the Memory 
Collective demand that a clear signal be given against systemic racism in our Swiss society. 

For more information see:  
- https://www.mahn.ch/fr/expositions/recherches-passe-colonial-1 
- https://www.neuchatelville.ch/sortir-et-decouvrir/neuchatel-fait-la-lumiere-sur-son-passe/ 
- https://penser-un-monument.ch/24-monuments/monument/pury-neuchatel 
- lhttps://www.neuchatelville.ch/en/neuchatelois-celebres/ 
- Inès Biscarel, Martin Barretta et Amélie Médebielle, La statue de David de Pury. Soixante ans pour 

l’élévation d’un monument (1794-1855), travail de Séminaire L’objet comme document, sous la direction 
de Gianenrico Bernasconi, Géraldine Delley et Régis Bertholon, semestre d’automne 2020, Université de 
Neuchâtel, 25 p. Disponible ici : https://www.mahn.ch/fr/expositions/recherches-passe-colonial-1 

  

https://www.mahn.ch/fr/expositions/recherches-passe-colonial-1
https://www.neuchatelville.ch/sortir-et-decouvrir/neuchatel-fait-la-lumiere-sur-son-passe/
https://penser-un-monument.ch/24-monuments/monument/pury-neuchatel
https://www.neuchatelville.ch/en/neuchatelois-celebres/
https://www.mahn.ch/fr/expositions/recherches-passe-colonial-1


Call for artistic projects around the de Pury monument 

 5/10 

3. Object of the call  

The present call for projects is focused on the conception and execution of artistic interventions around the David 
de Pury monument.  

Works will have to centre on one or several of the following themes:  
- The involvement of Neuchâtel in the colonial enterprise; 
- Racism, in particular anti-black racism, or struggles against racism; 
- Homages to women, men and children that were deprived of liberty, exploited and de-humanised in the 

context of the triangular trade and colonialism.  

Two to three works will be selected. They will have to be readily understood by the population as a whole. 

4. Conditions of participation 

This call for artistic projects is addressed to artistic collectives as well as to individual professional artists, 
confirmed or up and coming, who live in Neuchâtel, in Switzerland or abroad.  

5. Selection criteria  

While full artistic freedom is guaranteed to the artists and collectives answering the call, the following selection 
criteria will be applied: 

- Fit with the object of the call; 
- Motivation of authors for their specific artistic approach; 
- Artistic quality of the work submitted;  
- Connexions and dialogue between the work and the David de Pury monument; 
- Integration of the artistic intervention in the public space, especially taking into consideration the technical 

characteristics detailed below in chapter 6;   
- Technical feasibility, safety and durability of the work; 
- Overall cost of the project (execution and maintenance);  
- Sustainability and environmental impact. 

 
The jury will pay specific attention to projects that: 

- Will foster dialogue and questions concerning the colonial past of Neuchâtel; 
- Will give a voice to past or current victims of slavery and racism.   

6. Technical data 

The proposed works can take any artistic form - plastic, visual, sound, or literary. They will be displayed for a 
limited period of time around the statue of David de Pury, at the latest until the urban redesign of the Pury square; 
they may be shown one after the other or simultaneously, depending on the type of projects selected. The will 
then be moved to another location; they must thus be easily movable and sufficiently flexible to be shown in a 
context where the statue is no longer in immediate proximity to them.  

They must be operational in the daytime as well as at night. This does not necessarily exclude sound, light or 
photographic displays. 

The perimeter of the project is outlined on the photograph shown below.  Works submitted must:  

- Guarantee the access of pedestrian and of urban cleaning vehicles between the North and the South 
boundaries of the perimeter so that the public transportation stop can be reached; 

- Not restrict the use of public benches within the perimeter; 
- Not affix anything to elements of urban property such as covered bus stops or traffic signs; 
- Not affix anything to trees, and in general refrain from having an impact on the existing perennial 

vegetation (trees, bushes, perennial plants); 
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- Take into account the location of the spot reserved for political campaign as well as the panels for political 
posters (yellow arrows and blue square on the photograph below). 

A video of Pury square is available here : https://youtu.be/5O2SliDCWCc 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://youtu.be/5O2SliDCWCc
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7. Budget and fees 

The artists selected to execute their project will receive between CHF 20'000.- and CHF 25'000.- TTC. This 
amount will be paid in two instalments. The first will be paid to enable the realisation of the work; the remaining 
instalment will be paid once the project has been executed.  

This amount will cover the compensation paid to the artist or artists’ collective (including payroll charges), the cost 
of materials, and the work carried out for executing the project and installing the work. 

8. Intellectual property of the projects and the completed works  

Artists submitting projects are sole holders of the copyright of their projects. However, they allow the projects to 
be presented on any printed or digital support (website) with the goal of documentation and promotion. 

The selected artists are sole holders of the copyright of their works. However, they allow the projects to be 
presented on any printed or digital support (website) with the goal of documentation and promotion. 

The City of Neuchâtel pledges to mention the author’s name whenever the work is disseminated, unless the 
author expresses a wish that it not be mentioned.  

Selected works will enter the permanent collection of the City’s Executive Council and will be conserved and 
moved, after their period of exhibition in the vicinity of the monument, to another location within the city. Authors 
will be informed of the move and of the new location.  

Other than the move mentioned above, the City of Neuchâtel will not modify, transform, or adapt the work in any 
way without the consent of its author.  

9. Material property of the selected works 

The selected authors cede the material property of the work to the City of Neuchâtel. 

The price of this cession is integrally included in the amount attributed to the author selected.  

The City of Neuchâtel is responsible for the maintenance of the work, as well as for the repair of any damage that 
might be caused to it. 

10. Issuer of the call   

The City of Neuchâtel is the issuer of the present call, through its Department of Culture and Social Cohesion.  

11. Jury  

A group of experts will assess the projects submitted. It will make a recommendation to the Department of Culture 
and Social Cohesion for decision and validation by the city’s Executive Council. 

Chairperson:  
- M. Pap Ndiaye, director general of the Palais de la Porte-Dorée that includes the French National 

Museum of the History of Immigration, professor at the institut d’études politiques in Paris. 

External members:  
- Martin Jakob, Neuchâtel artist whose work is regularly shown in exhibitions in Switzerland and abroad 

He is a co-founder of the MÂT art space and a member of the curatorial team of the CAN (Centre d’art 
Neuchâtel) : https://www.martinjakob.ch/  

- Noémi Michel, assistant professor of political theory in the Political Science Department at University of 
Geneva, teacher at the HEAD (Applied University of Art and Design Geneva) and member of NCCR on 

https://www.martinjakob.ch/
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the move (UniNe). She is also a feminist and antiracist cultural worker and a member of the European 
Race and Imagery Foundation (ERIF), that has the goal of analysing and combating negative 
representations of people of colour.  

- Alina Mnatsakanian, president of Visarte Neuchâtel, artist using a variety of supports (painting, video, 
sound, robotics, objects) : http://www.alinamn.com/ 

- Namsa Leuba, Swiss-Guinean photographer and art director who studied in Neuchâtel. She has 
participated in international exhibitions such as « Making Africa: A Continent of Contemporary Design au 
Guggenheim Bilbao : www.namsaleuba.com 

- A representative of the Collectif pour la mémoire, author of the petition to the City Council   
 
Internal members (representing the City administration):  

- Fabien Coquillat, Head of service - City Architect-Urban planner, Service of territorial developmenl  
- Grégoire Mayor, Co-director and curator of the Ethnographical Museum of Neuchâtel  
- Antonia Nessi, Co-director of the Museum of Art and History Neuchâtel (MahN), Curator of the 

Department of plastic arts. 

The jury’s administration is managed by Nathalie Ljuslin, Delegate for intercultural integration in the Social 
Cohesion Department. Persons charged with administrative tasks for the jury do not have voting rights. 

12. Modalities for submitting a project 

Any artist or artist’s collective wishing to submit a project must send in the following documents:  
- The identification questionnaire annexed to the present document; 
- An application letter emphasising the general artistic approach of the author, as well as his or her specific 

motivation for a projecting in connexion with the David de Pury statue and the themes to be highlighted; 
- A description of the project: drawing, 3D model, photomontage, sketch, precise location around the statue, 

presentation of the work in situ, etc.; 
- A written notice describing the operation of the work, its references and intentions; 
- An inventory of materials used, means used to affix the work to the ground, to suspend it etc.; 
- Project budget.  

 
Documents must be printed as well as sent as pdf files by e-mail. Artists are invited to send in their applications 
before January 10th. They must be sent to the following address:  
 

Service de la cohésion sociale, Amandiers 2, 2000 Neuchâtel,  
and simultaneously by e-mail at cohesionsociale.neuchatel@ne.ch  

 
Projects submitted after the deadline or incomplete will be excluded. Documents submitted but not required will 
be set aside and will not be taken into consideration.  

13. Calendar 

Works will be installed at the earliest in May 2022, either simultaneously or in succession, in concertation with the 
authors of the selected works.  

- Early November 2021: launching of the call for artistic projects 
- January 10th 2022: deadline for submitting projects 

- Week beginning January 17th or 24th: Jury meeting - selection of works 
- Early February 2022: Executive Council decision    
- March 2022 : presentation of models of the projects in the context of Actions Against Racism Week projets  
- May-June 2022 : installation of the first work  

https://erifonline.org/category/blog/
https://erifonline.org/category/blog/
http://www.alinamn.com/
http://www.namsaleuba.com/
mailto:cohesionsociale.neuchatel@ne.ch
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14. Recommendation and final choice 

The jury makes a free and autonomous decision and formulates recommendations to the Department of Culture 
and Social Cohesion. 

The choice of the work or works finally selected is made by the Executive Council of the City. 

There will be no written exchanges with candidates concerning the final selection of projects.  
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15. Annex : Identification questionnaire  

 

 

Coordonnées de l’artiste 
 
 
Raison sociale ou 
nom de l’artiste 

 

  

  

  

Personne de contact 
 

  

  

Adresse 
 

  

NPA/Localité 
 

Pays  

Téléphone 
 

Adresse mail 
 

 
 
 
 
Lieu, date, 
signature :  

 

 
 


